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g a
difference
wherever
you are



— David Le’aupepe,
Gang of Youths

>‘We’re not

evangelists...

‘'ve made more
friends in hell
than I’'ve made In
Jesus’ land’
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https://youtu.be/XIEKteA_VW8

Becoming wise peacemakers who
journey toward life, wherever we are...

‘Blessed are the PEACEMAKERS,
for they will be called children of
God. — Matthew 5:9 il
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‘ am sending you out like sheep
among wolves. Therefore, be as
wise as snakes, and as innocent as
doves. — Matthew 10:16
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Triple Listening

GOD’S STORY

The word, helped by
theological reflection

(77

3 s
63 m
< 3
s =

) ~{
CULTURE STORIES \ COMMUNICATE =/ o ONTLINE STORIES
The world’s scholarship One another’s everyday
experiences

and artefacts
LISTEN

» For more on triple listening, see ‘Wise Peacemakers’ here

licc


https://licc.org.uk/resources/wise-peacemakers-part-1-of-5/

Being a wise peacemaker
Listen: What’s going on and why?
Imagine: What should be going on?

Create: How will we respond? :

Communicate: How to share the good news?

» For a 2-page process for theological reflection, see here; group version here IlCC


https://licc.org.uk/app/uploads/2022/05/Wise-Peacemaker_How-to-Join-the-Cultural-Conversation.pdf
https://licc.org.uk/app/uploads/2022/05/WisePeacemakers_Fully-Joining-the-Cultural-Conversation.pdf

Our Speakers

LISTEN IMAGINE CREATE COMMUNICATE

Sheridan Voysey Dr Chloe Lynch Corin Pilling Phil Knox

Author and Presenter Lecturer in Practical Theology, UK Director, Sanctuary Mental Evangelism and Missiology Senior
Friendship Lab London School of Theology Health Ministries Specialist, Evangelical Alliance I ‘ : ‘ :




The Plan

LISTEN: Sheridan Voysey
IMAGINE: Chloe Lynch
Break Out Dialogue

CREATE: Corin Pilling
COMMUNICATE: Phil Knox
Break Out Dialogue

PANEL + Q&A
licc



Join at menti.com use code 47051610

licc

LISTEN | How many close friends do
you have on your frontlines?
DUNBARS NUMBER.: 150

TYPICDL NUMBER. OF PEOPUSE WE CBN REEP TRMK OF BND
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https://www.theatlantic.com/family/archive/2021/05/robin-dunbar-explains-circles-friendship-dunbars-number/618931/
https://sketchplanations.com/dunbars-number-150

LISTEN | How many close friends do

you have on your frontlines?
5
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https://licc.org.uk/resources/friendship-on-the-frontline-listening-out-for-loneliness/
https://bit.ly/FrontlineFriend-slides
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THE PROBLEM

20% have no close friends
12% have only 1 close friend

51% find making new friends hard




THE BARRIERS
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IS someone

A friend

grow wi




IMAGINE | What made Jesus such a good ‘friend

of sinners'?

authenticity

concern

speaking truth

listened

lovibg

knowing their hearts

his care of steangers compassion interest love

good listener

food Numble
dying
time hymilit

genuine knowing
sincere

listen
genuine love

e - approachable

open to all

loving

openness non judgmental
patient understanding listening
shared experience

willingness to travel

compassion

. accepting
-5 Ove inclusive kind respect
acceptance  wecomig

his love for them

CO m pOSSIO nate their invitation
non-judgemental

unconditional
non-manipulative
he was authentic
their opinion of me

incarnation

gentle

put himself out

relaxed

lice



with Chloe Lynch
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https://licc.org.uk/resources/friendship-on-the-frontline-imagining-a-delight-full-embrace-of-the-world/
https://bit.ly/FrontlineFriend-slides
https://bit.ly/FrontlineFriend

‘This is my commandment, that you love one an‘-”‘ p
as | have loved you. Greater love has no one tha h ﬁ
that someone lay down his life for his friends. You ar a*f@ Yy
friends if you do what | command you. No longer do | call
you servants, for the servant does not know what h|'?;,f'~"~"‘w_-?"i-‘*
NERGCIRE domg, but | have called you friends, for all tha
| have heard from my Father | have made known to*
you. You did not Choose me, but | chose youand
appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that
your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the
Father in my name, he may give it to you. These thlngs
| command you, so that you will love one another.

— Jesus (John 15:12—17) licc
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Discussion Grou
LISTEN | what does th

on your frontline? How
forces made friendship

pSs

IS Issue look like
nave these four
narder? Do you

have friends you can tal
grow with, & enjoy?

IMAGINE | what shou

And how does friendshi

 to, depend on,

ld be going on?
p with those not

like us look different when seen through
the Bible’s epic story, centred on Jesus?
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Busyness
Mobility
Work
Neglect
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CREATE | What action most helped your
acquaintances become close friends?

enjoying time together

laughter spending time with th journeying
collaborating sense of humour interests meals together
activity together helping each orher Sharad nterosts

loyalty conversation sense of humour time spent together

faithfulness : - -
B similorities Ilstenlng attractive character ' shorgq challenges
vnerability @ ore Z o inclusivity o
o fidelty reaching out ¢ vulneroblllty s¢ g 573
) shared activity 2 t' 9 06 o8 g 2
g = real listening trUSt o “ I Ie Shqnng 2 8‘ GE’S' 2
£ £ o - .
$35 8 3 sharedexperience = shardinterest
5 2 : : : - : : i time together
g o § , .frle.ncillneslj % invitation keeping promises 9 h
O 5 stayingintouc . ilabili
E SR ® common interests @avaiobiity ¢
e troubkes r
. . = . children nonjudgmental 5
O sharing meals things in common
shared experiences feeling supported
spending time compassionate coffee

inviting

invitations  peing vulnerable
shared experience difficu
going through hard times
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https://licc.org.uk/resources/friendship-on-the-frontline-creating-space-for-lament-gratitude-and-play/
https://bit.ly/FrontlineFriend-slides
https://bit.ly/FrontlineFriend

A ‘BLESSED’ STORY ‘ 20 ]
(‘Makarios’ in Matthew) CYWR": - f
L g
dond ” o.ﬁ :
‘Flourishing are the poor in Splrlt,_a,sﬂ - s B @
theirs is the kingdom of heaven _—
Actively seeking frlendshlp, to —ay
overcome forces which oppose ‘L y

. our calling, with God’s help,
belng made whole together







LAMENT to name
the loneliness

Drop the stigma; loneliness is human

Psalms of lament help us embrace
God’s healing action in our lives =
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Engage others in honest conversation




GRATITUDE to
embrace the new
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Count your friendship blessings

‘.

Expand your common ground
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PLAY for a fresh
perspective together

¥4 Wi

.......
RITTEN A\ |

Post-Covid, we need spontanelty |
and moments of sheer fun J

What was immersive play as a kl’?

Create together, getting out of your oy
head and into your body, even at w0rk




COMMUNICATE | What is the biggest barrier to

you sharing Jesus with friends?

saying the wrong thing

lack of opportunity
lack of knowledge

busyness

they've rejected jesus

afraid of doing it wrong

their lack of interest
don't know friend enough
embarrassment
recognising god opport

being rejected

: not having the right word
= lack of confidence Sl
o context reticence
® inadequate f O sisction
not knowing route in eO r church % Uﬂ
© £ shyness
v awkwardness e !
i} 6 9 ridicule
S  over talking about jesus  redicule s) % beindittitle
g fear of rejection  fear or rejection a
think life akrady beillia embarrassing
spoiling the relationship only small talk
their reaction concern what others think

lice
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with Phil Knox
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https://licc.org.uk/resources/friendship-on-the-frontline-communicating-at-the-crossway-of-three-stories/
https://bit.ly/FrontlineFriend-slides
https://bit.ly/FrontlineFriend
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OUR STORY



MY FRIEND’S STORY






Discussion Groups
CREATE | how would Jesus have you

respond on your frontline? What form Lam(-:\nt
might these three practices take as Gratitude
acquaintances become friends? Play

COMMUNICATE | why is the gospel

truly good news for your not-yet-Christian
friends? Where does God’s story intersect
with your story and their story?
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Share a question or comment for the
panel, or a particular speaker

10 questions
/ upvotes




Extra Resources

@ Menti results

S :

v Discussion Guide & Slides

#w» Frontline Friendship Articles
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wy ‘Wise Peacemaker’ process (fulllver_d
@ All WISDOM LABS (sex, tech, Justlce“f?}? o

common good, shaping Culture etC)


https://licc.org.uk/app/uploads/2022/05/WisePeacemakers_Fully-Joining-the-Cultural-Conversation.pdf
https://licc.org.uk/resources/wise-peacemakers-part-1-of-5/
https://www.mentimeter.com/app/presentation/alqfa9sx3i7js7ztme9k2iygsmreorbh
https://bit.ly/FrontlineFriend-slides
https://licc.org.uk/resources/friendship-on-the-frontline-listening-out-for-loneliness/
https://licc.org.uk/ourresources/wisdom-labs/
https://licc.org.uk/app/uploads/2022/05/Wise-Peacemaker_How-to-Join-the-Cultural-Conversation.pdf

Listen & Respond

#What *one™* thing will you *do*
In response to this evening, as a
Christlike friend in our lonely age?

licc
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